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7.18.16 | Bart Austhof Memorial Golf Outing

x

9.13.16 | 20th Annual Sporting Clays Shoot-Out

x

10.27.16 | West Michigan Design and Construction Expo

2016 West Michigan Design and Construction Expo
Be sure to sign up for your booth soon!
Spaces are illing up for the 2016 West
Michigan Design and Construction Expo,
to be held on October 27th, 2016 at The
Pinnacle Center in Hudsonville, MI.
* For the latest on the expo visit www.wmdcexpo.com *

Do you have project highlights or company news you would
like to share with Builders Exchange members?
If so, please send a write-up, photos, and any additional
information to info@grbx.com
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On Your Radar
Builders Exchange Project Watch with Becky!
GRAND RAPIDS – PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION OF A
DOWNTOWN CINEMA COMPLEX – 616 Development’s
proposed mixed-use project will feature a nine-screen theater
called Studio C!, a piazza with an outdoor screen, 350 market
rate apartments, retail space, and a parking ramp. Project will
be split into two phases with the irst focusing more on the development of
the movie theater and the second on the residential units. FTC&H will be
designing the project which is estimated to cost $140 million between the
two phases.

ROCHESTER HILLS – PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION OF TWO
COMMERICAL/OFFICE BUILDINGS – Site is located between Avon
Industrial Drive and M-59, west of Crooks. The proposed project consists of
Building A, at 11,999 sq ft, and Building B, at 16,539 sq ft. Star Batt Inc. had
Site Plan Approved at Rochester Hills Planning Commission meeting on
March 15th. Project will be designed by D’Anna Associates.
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WALKER – CONSTRUCTION OF A FIVE UNIT MULTIPLE FAMILY
RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT – Preliminary concept includes a
ive-unit multiple family residential redevelopment where the prior
structures formerly operated. Apex Realty group is the developer behind
the project. The proposed units would vary in size from 800 sq ft to 6,600
sq ft.

GRAND RAPIDS – PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION OF MIXED USE
APARTMENT COMPLEX – On March 24 the Grand Rapids Planning
Commission approved a request from Third Coast Development to tear
down a residence and construct a new apartment complex. The building
will have 3,000 sq ft of retail space and 36 residential units. Designing the
project is Progressive AE. Project timeline is contingent on the approval of
low-income tax credits.

ALMA – PROPSED CONSTRUCTION OF A HOTEL – Proposed hotel will
be located near the intersection of Superior and Lincoln streets. Hatcher
Properties is the developer on this project and in December of 2015
received approval from the City Commission to purchase an area near the
proposed hotel site that would be used for parking. Jade Construction will
be the General Contractor for this project which is still in the early
preliminary stages.
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Golf Outing Information and Registration
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Builders Exchange Member Beneϐit
The Builders Exchange of Michigan is pleased to announce
your newest Member Beneϐits from LegalShield.
As a small business owner, have you ever:
x Hired or ired employees?
x Had debt collection issues?
x Wanted to have a contract reviewed before signing it?
x Had landlord, contractor or supplier disputes?
x Wished you could call an attorney just to ask a question or ind
out if you’re doing the right thing?
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These kinds of unexpected legal matters come up every day. You
know your business needs legal protection, but you can’t always
afford to call an attorney for help. Small business has big business
problems – without big business resources. LegalShield’s Small
Business Plans give companies like yours big business resources
on a small business budget.
LegalShield offers three levels of protection for different sizes of
small businesses with different needs. We help your business with
any legal matter, from legal consultation and contract reviews to
debt collection and letters written on your behalf and more.
To get the level of protection your company needs and the peace
of mind you want, follow the LegalShield link on the front page of
www.GRBX.com to ind out which plan is best for you.
LegalShield also has Legal and Identity Theft plans for individuals,
families and as a voluntary employee bene it at no charge to your
company. Find out more online or contact our Independent
Associate, Jill Feeney at jillfeeney@legalshieldassociate or
248-202-7182.
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Sustainable Spotlight: Container Architecture
Shipping containers are used all over
the world on trains, trucks, and especially
on cargo ships. They come in two standard
sizes: 8x8x20, or 8x8x40, making 160 or
320 square feet of space, which cost
around $1500 or $2500 respectively. They
have double doors on each end, and are constructed out of a steel frame with
corrugated steel making the walls, loor, and ceiling.
Shipping Containers carry anything from high-industrial materials to
toys, and are often left to sit empty in whatever location they are shipped to.
This makes for a worldwide surplus of large metal boxes built sturdily
enough to be stacked nine-high. Recently, creative builders have noticed their
architectural potential and used them to create buildings of all uses and
designs.
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Advantages: Building with shipping containers is sustainable
because it re-uses already manufactured products that would otherwise be
left to sit in a shipyard. It also saves on the amount of trees and many
non-recyclable materials necessary to build a conventional home.
PUMA created a one-of-a-kind, 10,000 square foot portable store and
event space (pictured above) out of 24 shipping containers for the 20082009 Volvo Yacht Race. This store is capable of being disassembled, shipped,
and reassembled anywhere, allowing it to travel with the boats as they
circumnavigated the globe.
Shipping containers can be used
as the entire building unit, or in tandem
with traditional building methods to
add space and cut down on costs. A
good example of this is a Costa Rican
home pictured to the right, which was
built with two 8x40 foot shipping containers connected by traditional
looring and an angled roof. This home is fully functional with a full
bathroom, kitchen, laundry room, bedroom, dining room, and two living
Areas, and was built for just $40,000.
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Sustainable Spotlight: Container Architecture
Shipping containers have also been used to
construct entire apartment buildings, like the one
pictured to the left. At three stories high, this building
features twelve 300 square foot apartments which
come complete with a full kitchen, bathroom, and
laundry room. The company who built it stated that
using shipping containers to build saved a lot of
money, coming out to about $82,500 per unit, as
compared to a traditionally built apartment building
near their location that cost around $220,000 per unit
for the same sized apartments.
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Drawbacks: Of course, shipping containers were not created to
house people, so making them livable can be challenging. If the container’s
walls are cut open to install windows and doors in the sides, additional
support may be required to reinforce the unit. Additionally, insulation,
plumbing, ventilation, heating and cooling, and electricity all must be
installed inside the container to make it habitable, which reduces the
already limited space.
If a customer purchases a shipping container directly from a shipyard,
it must be thoroughly cleaned to ensure any hazardous chemicals are not
lingering in the space.
Conclusion: Shipping container architecture is not for everyone.
While they can be used for a wide variety of building projects and do provide
a cheap and unique opportunity for sustainable building practices, they also
have speci ic challenges that must be overcome in the process. If you’re
looking for a new way to build green, whether that’s putting up a new retail
store, apartment building, or even a new home, shipping containers just
might be the way to go.

Sources: http://www.lot-ek.com/PUMA-CITY
http://www.archdaily.com/143332/containers-of-hope-benjamin-garcia-saxearchitecture/5014b9b728ba0d582800006c-containers-of-hope-benjamin-garcia-saxe-architecture
-drawing-03
http://www.atira.bc.ca/imouto-container-about
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Road Construction Season
Summer in Michigan is full of days at the beach, biking
through wooded trails, traveling and of course, road construction!
Although April has brought us snow, sleet, and freezing
temperatures, the Michigan Department of Transportation is
gearing up for a busy summer to try and get our roads in tip top
shape. Please watch your speed when you are driving in a
construction zone. We want to keep all of our construction
workers safe!
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Builders Exchange Services
Need a Notary?
The Builders Exchange of Michigan offers FREE
Notary services at the front desk for our members.

Your BX Go-To Team!
x
x
x
x

Need help with an active bidding project? Contact Val val@grbx.com
Don’t see a project in prebid? Contact Becky becky@grbx.com
Looking to upgrade your service? Contact Debbie debbie@grbx.com
Have billing questions? Contact Amy - amy@grbx.com

Take advantage of our varied printing services!
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Visit our website www.grbx.com,
complete the online order form, and the
order will be processed. OR come into our
of ice and get help with your order at the
front desk!
We also offer 1 hour turnaround on orders picked up,
delivery within the Grand Rapids city limits, and special
discounts on large orders.
10% off your full order price when you present this coupon or
use the code WRENCH in the comment box on the online
order form. (Code expires May 31, 2016)
This Newsletter was created by Builders Exchange
Publication Specialist Jared Hutchens, a Junior studying
Communications at Grand Valley State University.
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